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Carmen: Good evening, and welcome, to the pro-life Breakthrough 
teleconference and web simulcast. My name is Carmen Pate. I’m the 
Executive Producer of radio programming with Truth in Action 
Ministries. I serve on the Board of Directors for 40 Days for Life. Truly, 
it is a pleasure to serve as your host and facilitator for tonight’s 
discussion. Please join me in prayer as we ask the Lord to bless our 
time together. 

 
 Our most gracious Heavenly Father, we praise you as our Creator and 

giver of life. We humbly come before you tonight asking for your hedge 
of protection over the technology that you have provided, Lord, to make 
this conference possible. We ask you to direct our words as we reveal 
what we believe is a plan directed by you. We pray for the literal 
thousands of leaders who have joined us tonight, who have heard your 
call to action, and have responded in obedience for such a time as this. 
Our prayer, Lord, is that you will receive glory in it all, for you alone 
are worthy. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 
 You know, as a post-abortive woman who has been part of the pro-life 

movement for now over 25 years, I can tell you that I have never been 
so optimistic about the future of the culture of life as I have been since 
becoming involved with the 40 Days for Life campaign.  

 
God’s orchestration in bringing people and resources together to 
change hearts and minds has been undeniable. Independent of any 
organization or denomination, God has put together a plan that has 
proven to be nothing short of miraculous. Now who would not want to 
be a part of that? I’m expecting God to continue those miracles through 
40 Days for Life. I’m hoping you will join me in that expectation as we 
bring honor and glory to his name.  

 
 Right now I’d like for us to take care of some housekeeping if you will. 

We want you to click that big gray button on the webcast page if you 
have it open. As David referenced earlier, you’ll see “Get Action 
Guide.” If you’re not seeing that, refresh the page and it will appear. 
You will see that it’s a PDF download. We encourage you to print it out 
on your computer and follow along. You’ll find that to be very helpful. 
You can make notes as we go.  

 
 Now, during tonight’s event we’re going to cover the scope of the 

abortion crisis and how 40 Days for Life is a powerful solution to that 
crisis. We’ll have opportunity to hear unprecedented results of 40 Days 
for Life, not only from the Fall Campaign that we just concluded, but 
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also the cumulative results since this international movement began 
only four years ago.  

 
 You’re going to hear the groundbreaking story straight from another 

Planned Parenthood whistleblower that will explode the abortion 
chain’s “dirty little secret.” You’re going to want to stay tuned closely 
for that. 

 
 You’re going to find out why these next 12 months are crucially 

important to the pro-life movement and how we are positioned to 
achieve life-saving victories on multiple facets.  

 
 You’ll hear breaking news about the innovative strategic plans which 

have been four years in the making, folks. They are about to be rolled 
out to mobilize even more people, to change more hearts, change more 
minds, and of course, save more lives than ever before.  

 
 We’re going to share how you can help this effort to achieve its fullest 

potential.  We’re going to be very transparent in sharing the challenges 
which we must together overcome to achieve what we are calling a 
breakthrough. 

 
 We’ll have a special surprise announcement toward the end that 

literally is going to double the impact of our work. 
 
 You’re going to hear tonight from David Bereit, our National Director 

of 40 Days for Life and Shawn Carney, Campaign Director of 40 Days 
for Life. You’ll hear also from several local 40 Days for Life campaign 
leaders who will encourage and inspire you. We have a surprise 
mystery guest who will reveal the information about Planned 
Parenthood that we mentioned earlier. 

 
 By the time we’re done tonight we hope you will realize how urgent 

and important this particular moment in history is. We hope you’ll see 
how these efforts are truly pointing toward a breakthrough that will 
transform your community, the nation, and we believe the world.  

 
 We hope that you’ll prayerfully discern not only your role, but the role 

for your community in this exciting movement. And we hope that you 
will decide to invest your time, your talents, and yes, your treasures. 
You’re going to have two opportunities tonight. You can make a one-
time gift or you can make a pledge of ongoing monthly support, or 
both.  
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 With that beside us, we know what lies ahead. We pray you will listen 

closely, and listen expectantly.  
 

Let me introduce our first presenter for tonight, David Bereit, no 
stranger to most of you out in the field, as you have probably seen him 
as you were right in the midst of your 40 day campaigns. David, tell us, 
why is “Breakthrough” so urgently needed at this particular time in 
history? 
 

David: Carmen, thank you so much for hosting this event and for asking that 
question. I also want to thank everybody who is with us right now on 
the teleconference and web simulcast. I know many of you have been 
having difficulties. Right now it looks like the entire web server for the 
webcast service provider has been slammed and is not responding at 
all. Everything is frozen. So we’re having some technical difficulties. 
Those who are on the phone with us, we are glad you are here. Those 
who are listening to the webcast, you got in before the problem hit.  

 
We actually one other time had an event where we had some abortion 
advocates that pounded a web server with an event we were doing 
using a denial of service attack. There’s a very real chance that could 
be something that’s happening tonight because we did know there 
were some abortion advocates who were tweeting and talking about 
wanting to be involved in our event tonight. So there’s a possibility 
that could be part of the problem. That’s okay. As a good friend of 
mine once told me, blessed are the flexible for they shall not be bent 
out of shape. We will press on. 

 
 So Carmen, to answer your question, why is a breakthrough so 

urgently needed at this time in history? For those who are following 
along, that is the question that is posed on Page 3 of your Action 
Guide. It has a picture there. It is a picture of a Planned Parenthood 
abortion facility with its flag at half-staff. I really think that image tells 
the whole story. We are needing a breakthrough because of the crisis 
that has been wrought on America and on our world – this crisis called 
abortion.  

 
Let me just for a moment focus just on the United States. I know we 
have people who have joined us from Australia, and from England, and 
from Canada and numerous other countries. But the magnitude of this 
crisis is so large internationally. It’s staggering just here in the U.S. Let 
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me just focus for the moment on the United States so we can get some 
perspective on this. 
 
Since 1973 when seven men on the United States Supreme Court 
imposed Roe vs. Wade on all 50 American states, we have now seen 53 
million innocent children killed by abortion. Another 1.2 million 
perish each and every year. Even as we’re here on this teleconference 
and webcast, every 24 seconds another boy or girl, made in God’s 
image and likeness, is cut to ribbons by the abortionist’s knife. Every 
24 seconds another woman is wounded.  
 
Abortion has now become the leading cause of death in America, a 
nation that was founded first and foremost on an inalienable right to 
life. Women have been forced into a decision not because they were 
pro-choice, because they felt they had no choice to have an abortion. 
Many of them are living lives of regret. Millions have been wounded 
emotionally, spiritually, psychologically and many physically. Women 
have died from these so-called “safe” abortions. Men have been shoved 
to the sidelines, told they don’t have a say even though every child has 
both a mother and a father. Families have been torn apart. Eternal 
souls have been impacted.  
 
We see Planned Parenthood, the organization pictured on Page 3 of 
your action guide there, the organization leading the way in the States 
as the largest abortion chain. Last year that one organization alone 
aborted 332,278 innocent children, one out of every four abortions in 
America, while taking in a record $363.2 million in taxpayer funding. 
 
That’s the crisis in the United States of America. Carmen, I think we 
can all agree enough is enough. We desperately need a breakthrough. 
I’ll hand it back to you, Carmen. 
 

Carmen: Oh, we certainly do, David. You know, Shawn Carney, it’s just amazing 
to me when we see how many people have been involved in the pro-life 
movement since Roe vs. Wade, and some even before. Why is it that 
you see 40 Days for Life is truly the solution we are looking for in this 
crisis? 

 
Shawn: Well, it’s kind of crazy Carmen, that tonight we have the webcast is 

freezing up and technology is giving us all sorts of fits. I guess we 
should expect this kind of thing. When 40 Days for Life started we 
would have never imagined that we would have thousands of people 
trying to get on a webcast like this.  
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In the fall of 2004 David, myself and my wife were in Bryan/College 
Station, Texas, a town of about 200,000 people. We just spent one hour 
of prayer discerning how we could impact our local abortion numbers. 
That’s why 40 Days for Life has been so beneficial to so many 
communities, because it focuses locally. That’s why we believe it’s the 
solution, because from that one hour of prayer 40 days just came to us 
for obvious reasons. How God uses 40 days throughout scripture, not 
only to bring about change in the culture, but to call His own people 
back to Him. So we did 40 days of three things – 40 days of prayer and 
fasting to end abortion; 40 days of a nonstop, peaceful 24-hour vigil 
outside of our local Planned Parenthood abortion facility; and 40 days 
of community outreach where we went to 25,000 households asking 
people to pray for an end to abortion. Many people didn’t even know 
there was an abortion facility in our community. That resulted in a 
28% drop in our local abortion numbers.  
 
We knew that one local effort had such a huge local impact. But we 
never imagined it would go to a city outside of our community. In fact, 
when we launched 40 Days for Life in the fall of 2007 for the first time 
as a nationally coordinated effort, our goal was 20-25 cities that could 
sign up and do this. It has just been amazing.  
 
Just this fall, on November 6th we completed the largest 40 Days for Life 
campaign in history. You’ll see the results on Page 5 of your handout. 
There were 301 cities across North America and around the world that 
completed this campaign this fall. 135,000 of you participated in this 
campaign. Over 4,000 churches were actively involved. Anytime we can 
bring the churches together that’s always a miracle.  
 
We had 732 confirmed saves. These are babies that we know of that on 
Day 1, on September 28th, were scheduled to be aborted and are alive 
today. 732 confirmed saves. We’ve also had eight abortion facility 
workers have conversions and leave their jobs just this fall. 40 Days for 
Life also generated 300 news stories this fall.  
 
So when you look at our small expectations back in the fall of 2007, 
David and I, and certainly everybody else, we had no idea what God 
had in store. Because the cumulative results now, you see that on Page 
5. There have been 1,633 individual 40 Days for Life campaigns in 422 
cities in all 50 states and 13 countries.  
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Now David and I both have kids. I have four kids, David has two kids. 
We have each traveled to 300 of those cities each. We’ve each been to 
300 of the cities and met many of the people on this webcast. Many of 
the half a million who have participated – we’ve had over 500,000 
participate in 40 Days for Life and a total of 14,000 church 
congregations who have participated. A lot of people got involved in 40 
Days for Life through local media outlets because it had a local focus 
on a local abortion facility. There have been 1,800 news stories 
generated.  
 
The one stat, when we look at all of the babies saved and we look at 
clinics that have closed. We have had 16 abortion facilities close 
following one or more 40 Days for Life campaigns. The one stat that 
always moves hearts, it certainly moves my heart and was very 
personal for me when our local abortion clinic director, Abby Johnson, 
had a director, but in addition to Abby, we have had 61 abortion clinic 
workers have conversions and leave their jobs since the fall of 2007.  
 
Tonight, we have for the first time we’ve got so many results back from 
our local leaders we can announce the total number of saves, including 
this fall 40 Days for Life campaign. Look on Page 6. For the first time, 
40 Days for Life has pushed the total number of confirmed saves from 
abortion to 5,000! 5,000 innocent little boys and little girls have been 
spared. To be exact, it’s been 5,045 babies that we know of.  
 
These are unbelievable achievements. We want to make it clear 
tonight, all of this – God did all of this over the last four years, and 
certainly this fall with 301 cities, because of you. Because of your 
prayers. Because of your participation. Because of your support of the 
local and national 40 Days for Life effort.  
 
I want you to hear from a few of the local heroes. These are local 
leaders who led a 40 Days for Life campaign in their community. These 
are recorded testimonials, but they’re really going to give you an idea 
of the selflessness of the kind of people that are participating, that are 
leading, and also the results that God has accomplished in North 
America and around the world. Listen to this … 

 
Mike: Hi! I’m Deacon Mike Chiappetta, co-campaign director for the Baton 

Rouge 40 Days for Life. 
 
Charlotte: And Charlotte Bergeron, Vigil Coordinator.  
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Mike: This was our first campaign for Baton Rouge. We are thrilled to share 
the many blessings and experiences from our campaign. Our vigil ran 
from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. daily, except on Wednesdays when the Delta 
Abortion Facility remained open well into the evening. 

 
Charlotte: We had to have a great campaign when over 300 people attended our 

inter-faith prayer service. Over 1,100 people from Baton Rouge and 
throughout the region came to pray at the Delta Abortion Facility. Best 
of all, 11 babies were confirmed saved during the 40 days.  

 
The awareness raised, and the impact on our participants is incredible. 
Many people did not know where the Delta facility was located, and 
how many unborn lives are lost each month, or how many women and 
men are wounded and injured by abortion. Easily 85-90% of those 
praying at the vigil had never prayed at an abortion facility before the 
campaign.  

 
Mike: The National Team is extremely accessible and ready to answer any 

questions. The resources and training are comprehensive, and 
provided everything from inspirational videos, to press releases, to a 
forum where questions could be posed to other campaigns. In our 
diocese we were truly blessed to have the support of our own Catholic 
community radio station that talked about the 40 Days for Life daily. 

 
Charlotte: Many people shared how powerful the experience of praying at the 

abortion facility was for them. We had the opportunity to pray with 
women who have had an abortion and are seeking healing. Other 
women shared stories of miscarriage or the loss of babies. We are 
working on expanding post-abortion and pregnancy/infant loss 
retreats and counseling. We were blessed several times by women 
stopping by at the vigil with their babies in gratitude for people giving 
prayerful witness, the kind of action that helped them decide not to 
have an abortion. 

 
Mike: 40 Days has revealed that the sidewalk counselors are the true unsung 

heroes of our community. These pro-life veterans were greatly moved 
by the number of people that came to pray, and they are reinvigorated 
in their own efforts. Another wonderful blessing from the campaign is 
that several participants now feel called to this special ministry. 

 
Charlotte: We created a Facebook page, 40 Days for Life Baton Rouge, to help 

promote the campaign and to show what was happening during the 40 
days. We created a daily log of pictures, as well as a brief summary of 
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the churches, groups and schools that adopted time to help people see 
what it was like at the vigil site, and to help encourage people to join 
us. 

 
Mike: Since the campaign there is a renewed excitement about pro-life 

activity. We believe this momentum will continue and grow because so 
many new people have come forward to making building a culture of 
life a new priority. 

 
Charlotte: Please consider sponsoring a 40 Days for Life campaign in your city. It 

will deeply transform each person that participates, and will 
strengthen the resolve to pray for an end to abortion, because it will no 
longer be an abstract hidden issue. 

 
Mike: God will truly bless you with the people you need to make it a success. 

A simple, quiet witness in front of the abortion facility in your town 
could make the difference in saving the life of an unborn child who is 
at risk of being aborted. We know it happened at least 11 times in our 
city alone. Please accept this personal challenge and step out in faith, 
because God is asking, “What are you waiting for?” 

 
Judy: Hi! My name is Judy Mlinek. My husband Dan and I were privileged to 

direct Hanover, PA’s first ever 40 Days for Life campaign. We praise 
our Lord for all of his many, many blessings. His mercy and 
compassion simply cannot be outdone.  

 
Our Planned Parenthood office is in the center of Hanover, 
Pennsylvania, which allowed for great public witnessing. We were told 
that one lady driving by in a tremendous downpour of rain was so 
touched by the presence of prayer warriors that she believed God was 
asking her to cancel the abortion appointment she had for the very 
next day and see the baby as an unexpected gift. Another passerby 
stopped one Saturday morning to beg us to continue our presence, as 
she was tempted four different times in her life to abort her four 
babies. She listened to the Lord and they are now fully grown, 
responsible people of God that she realizes are her greatest gifts from 
God.  
 
We were able to hand out referral cards to several women who needed 
post-abortive healing. We led several young women to local pregnancy 
care centers that will help them be responsible mothers. Another 
tremendous blessing of our campaign was building up the Body of 
Christ. We met so many beautiful, dedicated, selfless people that had 
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hearts full of love for the Lord and his creation. All of the participants 
were there for each other and built each other up. Praise God!  
 
Thank you so much for the tools you provide, the experience you 
share, and the prayers you are always offering. May we continue to 
stand in joy for God’s creation. 

 
Monica: My name is Monica Jordan. I’m speaking from Glendale, Arizona. I 

have served as a campaign director for the past three campaigns. I 
would like to talk about the unity of the ecumenical churches along 
with the catholic churches here at 40 Days for Life for this fall 
campaign. I’ve witnessed many people coming out at different times of 
the day, some people who are traveling to doctor appointments. They 
stop and they ask questions. It’s been amazing to see the ones that 
come to pray for at least 30 minutes. I’ve witnessed the peace.  

 
I want to mention about the post-abortive men and women along with 
myself that carry our “I regret my abortion” signs. It’s been a 
tremendous honor to share my testimony along with all the other post-
abortive men and women. I witnessed to a Village Inn manager on the 
day that Shawn Carney came to visit the Glendale site. We conduct our 
meetings at the Village Inn that’s down the street from the vigil site. I 
was filling out an application for a fundraiser event for 40 Days for 
Life. He conveyed to me about his post-abortion story and how he 
regrets his abortion and he is willing to do whatever we need, whatever 
it takes, just to help 40 Days for Life. I consider that a blessing. I 
consider that a success story. 

 
Mary: Hi! This is Mary Pate, from Little Rock, Arkansas. We just completed 

our sixth 40 Days campaign and have seen many successes from each 
one of them. This campaign there were at least seven babies and 
families saved, and over 350 people participated at the sidewalk in 
front of the abortion facility, with many of us coming out several times 
a week.  

 
We were blessed with enough people to cover every hour of the 12 
hours of prayer with at least one or two prayer warriors. Our area 
churches adopted 29 days to pray. Clergy came out on half of the 40 
days and 35 different churches were represented. It seems each 
campaign does bring out new people. On one Saturday, 76 people 
signed in throughout the day. That was truly amazing.  
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This campaign we were blessed too with a couple of firsts. We had live 
TV coverage at the vigil site very early one morning by one of the 
major network affiliates. The interview was also played later in the 
evening, so a lot more people learned about the campaign.  
 
In addition to babies and mothers saved, our campaign is making the 
community aware that abortions are being done in our backyard. We 
know God wants us in the fight for lives, so we look forward to our 
seventh campaign in the spring.  
 
I want to add that from our second campaign grew a team of prayer 
warriors. Of those 60+ people on our ongoing team, several are trained 
sidewalk helpers, and one or two babies are saved every week year-
round. The real success of our campaign comes from prayer – before, 
during, and after each campaign. So I would say form a prayer group 
now and start praying for the success of your next campaign. 

 
Brian: Hi! This is Brian Westbrook. I’m the Executive Director of the brand 

new Coalition for Life here in St. Louis, Missouri. We started our very 
first 40 Days for Life campaign three years ago in the spring of 2009. 
With just my wife and I volunteering some of our time, it has 
continued to grow to now over 2,500 registered participants, 90 
churches and organizations, and 36 lives saved that we know of.  

 
From the latest local Planned Parenthood annual report, we now know 
that abortions during our first year of 40 Days for Life campaign 
dropped by 9.75%, accounting for 603 children saved that year alone.  
 
With the momentum of the 40 Days for Life campaign, we just 
launched the year-round full-time effort called the Coalition for Life St. 
Louis. The enthusiasm last Thursday night at our first fundraising 
banquet with over 300 in attendance was remarkable. People were on 
fire because they knew that Missouri, with only one active abortion 
facility, could be the first abortion-free state, bringing with it a huge 
breakthrough for the pro-life movement.  
 
But none of this would have been possible without the support of the 
National 40 Days for Life team. They provided critical materials, 
training, encouragement, and professional advice at the level of some 
of the top corporations in America. So you and I both have an 
opportunity tonight to continue the momentum by supporting the 
efforts of 40 Days for Life. Thank you very much for listening to the 
call, and for your continued support and prayers. 



 
www.40daysforlife.com/donate   Page 13 of 38 
 

 
Carmen: Oh, we are so grateful for our many, many local leaders who inspire 

their volunteers and those who have inspired us even this evening with 
their testimonies. You know, earlier I promised you a groundbreaking 
story from another Planned Parenthood whistleblower. Due to the 
sensitivity of information, you’re going to now hear the recording of a 
conversation that David Bereit had just a while ago with our mystery 
guest. David? 

 
David: Next you’re going to be hearing from one of our local 40 Days for Life 

campaign leaders who just completed leadership of a campaign this 
fall. This 40 Days for Life local leader has a story unlike anybody else. 
Her name is Sue Thayer.  

 
Sue, welcome! We are so glad you are here with us on this event 
tonight. I just want to tell you when I first heard your story, I just 
found it to be absolutely stunning because you have credentials that no 
other 40 Days for Life local leader has ever had before. Can you just 
give us a little bit of your unique background and why that would be 
unusual in the universe of 40 Days for Life? 

 
Sue: Sure, David. I am the former center manager of the Planned 

Parenthood clinic here in Storm Lake, Iowa.    
 
David: Okay, wait a minute. You were the 40 Days for Life leader and you just 

finished a campaign, but you’re the former manager of the Planned 
Parenthood in Storm Lake, Iowa? Okay, you just finished a campaign. 
Where did you hold your 40 Days for Life? 

 
Sue: We prayed for 12 hours a day for the entire 40 days on the sidewalk 

directly in front of the Planned Parenthood clinic at 720 Erie Street. 
 
David: So you led the 40 Days for Life right outside of the Planned Parenthood 

facility that you used to manage? 
 
Sue: Correct. I know it’s hard to believe. 
 
David: Okay. So take us back. This is really a groundbreaking story. I think it’s 

important to get some background. Why did you in the first place go to 
work at Planned Parenthood? Just tell us how you got into that world 
in the first place. 
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Sue: Well, Planned Parenthood opened in Storm Lake in 1985. It was the 
first place a woman could go to see a female practitioner. I was young 
and thought that was wonderful. I knew that they had a job opening in 
1991. I applied for the position, only familiar with their family 
planning services. I was actually given a job. I started as a family 
planning assistant. Within a month the manager’s position opened up. 
I applied for that as well. I got the interview. I actually got the job. That 
was April 1991. 

 
David: Now you mentioned that shortly after you started there you had the 

opportunity to interview for the position of center manager. During 
that interview I know that you were asked your views on abortion. 
What did you say? And what was the reaction of the interviewer? 

 
Sue: I told her that I really did believe that abortion was murder. She was a 

little bit surprised that I would say that. Her response was that the 
fetus is really not viable so abortion is not really ending a life. So you 
can imagine how surprised I was when I was actually offered the 
position. 

 
David: Planned Parenthood a lot of times when they are criticizing 40 Days for 

Life or other pro-life endeavors will use this little tagline about, 
“Planned Parenthood does more to prevent abortions than all of the 
anti-choice advocates or activists,” that’s what they label us, “all do 
combined.” So they certainly tout that message of prevention and 
preventing abortions. But over time, did you find that maybe that was 
kind of a misnomer, a little bit of a dirty little secret that the 
organization maybe wasn’t always just about preventing and reducing 
abortions? 

 
Sue: Yes. It became clearer to me as I worked there over the years that it 

was a very difficult position that I was in. The reality of it is abortion, 
especially tele-med abortion, is something they have goals for. Every 
manager is accountable for how many services they do in a month and 
what the bottom line is and whether it’s red or black. So abortion really 
became just a number and a goal for them. You are correct when they 
say often they will tout that as 97% of our services are to prevent the 
need for abortion. But with the advent of tele-med abortion and that 
being available in every small rural clinic, I have no doubt that those 
numbers will go up greatly. 

 
David: I was just in Minnesota during this 40 Days for Life campaign. All of 

the numbers for every abortion provider in the state of Minnesota went 
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down this past year except for Planned Parenthood. Planned 
Parenthood has increased the number of abortions in Minnesota. Of 
course they just began doing the tele-med abortions, which we’ll talk 
about in a second, at their facilities in Rochester. That is certainly 
sending some shockwaves across their state. You know all about that 
being at the epicenter of that crisis there in Iowa.  

 
But real quickly, let’s go back to you got hired as this center manager. 
You had been very clear about your view about abortion, believed it 
was murder. But during your training, what did they make you do 
related to abortion, and what did that experience – how did that make 
you feel? 

 
Sue: Every employee who was in management in the health services part of 

Planned Parenthood was required to observe a full day of abortions. I 
drove to the Des Moines, Iowa Planned Parenthood which was the 
nearest place that did abortions at that time and did watch a full day of 
abortions. I had no idea really what that would all entail. It’s even to 
this day difficult to put that into words.  

 
The baby is extracted and put in a small little clear dish. They look at 
that under a light to try to determine if they have all of the body parts 
because of course during the abortion the baby is ripped apart, so 
there are little tiny arms and little legs and – so it’s very difficult to 
watch that. But what that really did was help me decide that I was 
going to commit to preventing the need for that to happen. That’s what 
I did in Storm Lake at Planned Parenthood for the next 17 years was 
work hard to educate and train and prevent the need for abortion. 

 
David: Sue, at your facility during those years, Planned Parenthood in Storm 

Lake was not performing abortions. 
 
Sue: No. 
 
David: So all of a sudden along comes tele-med abortions which you 

mentioned a minute ago. Tell us, those who are not familiar, what are 
tele-med abortions and how did you first find out about Planned 
Parenthood’s plans to do this across Iowa, and specifically at your 
center? 

 
Sue: I was in Des Moines at a regularly scheduled management meeting. 

Very nonchalantly they introduced the concept of tele-med abortions. 
Basically what they explained to us was that a physician would be 
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located at a central clinic, Des Moines, and all of the outlying centers, 
16 or 17 in Iowa, would be able to do a vaginal ultrasound on a 
pregnant woman and that would be scanned to the doctor in Des 
Moines who could look at the ultrasound and determine if the 
pregnancy was less than 63 days. If so, the doctor in Des Moines could 
push a button which would remotely open a drawer at whatever center 
the patient was at. The patient could take the medicine out of the 
drawer herself and take the first set of pills at the clinic which basically 
blocks the hormones to the baby so the baby dies. Then 24-48 hours 
later they take the second set of pills which starts the contractions at 
home. 

 
David: So knowing that this is what they were planning to do in Iowa and that 

they made it clear to you that Storm Lake would eventually be 
undertaking this procedure, how did that make you feel? Did this 
throw into conflict that whole notion of prevention versus increasing 
and expanding access to abortions? 

 
Sue: Absolutely! I was stunned. I could not imagine first of all that it was 

legal. That question was raised in that meeting. Staff, we were assured 
that every “I” was dotted and every “T” was crossed and that nothing 
would stop them. They explained that they would not be sharing any 
information about tele-med abortions with the medical community in 
any of the towns where they would be providing the service because 
they really didn’t want anybody to know about it. They absolutely 
didn’t want anybody to know about it until they had performed 500-
1000 of them to set a standard of care. 

 
David: So why do you feel with the risks that this poses, these tele-med 

abortions, pose to the woman and the reduced safety concerns. What is 
Planned Parenthood’s motive, in your opinion, for expanding these 
tele-med abortions? 

 
Sue: The motive is clear. They have very little overhead with the tele-med 

abortion as opposed to a surgical abortion. The surgical abortion 
requires a lot of equipment, a lot of staff, and a physician that will 
travel to all these different centers. So with tele-med abortions they can 
have one abortion basically just stay in her office and the patients are 
“seen” by her. There is very little overhead. 

 
David: So as it became more imminent that your facility was being targeted to 

begin to do tele-med abortions and you became more vocal about your 
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concerns about these tele-med abortions, what did Planned 
Parenthood do? What was their response to you? 

 
Sue:  In the community in general I had always said, “We’re not about 

abortion. We’re all about family planning. We prevent abortion.” But 
when they announced that we were going to be part of this tele-med 
abortion plan, it just went against everything that I believed and 
everything I had said for all of those years. I was vocal about that with 
my peers and with my management, the people that were over me. 
When it came time for them to begin in Storm Lake they told me that 
they were downsizing and I was terminated. But I really believe that’s 
not the reason I was fired. 

 
David:  In fact, you had let me know they had begun advertising for a full-time 

position at that center not long after that. 
 
Sue:  Correct, yes. 
 
David:  Sue, this plan, was this just Iowa-specific, or do you think Planned 

Parenthood has plans to roll out these tele-med abortions elsewhere? 
 
Sue:  They explained to us that this would be the first in the nation. They 

were quite proud of the fact that this idea had been born from 
watching a television program with some sort of a tele-health in it. 
They came up with the idea of why not do abortions via webcam? So 
that’s how it began. They were planning at the time I was terminated in 
December 2008 to market that to every family planning clinic in the 
country and basically make abortion available on every street corner. 
With very little thought, a woman could come into the clinic, have a 
positive pregnancy test and actually terminate the pregnancy right 
then and there. 

 
David:  Sue, we’ve spent a fair amount of time here talking about the crisis and 

the problem. But there is such a happy ending to your story. It wasn’t 
just that you were dismissed from Planned Parenthood, you were 
concerned and Storm Lake began to do these tele-med abortions. The 
beautiful part, the unbelievably unique part of this story is that as a 
former Planned Parenthood center manager, you ended up deciding to 
lead a 40 Days for Life campaign outside of your former work place. 

 
Sue:  Yes. 
 
David:  How did you make that transition? What led you to do that? 



 
www.40daysforlife.com/donate   Page 18 of 38 
 

 
Sue:  Well, I had a retired missionary approach me at vacation Bible school, 

Alan. He said, “Are you pro-life?” I said, “Yes, absolutely. Are you?” He 
said, “Yes. What can we do?” From there we emailed a few friends that 
we knew that were also pro-life. We had a meeting with about five or 
six people. I said that I would be happy to look up what’s involved in a 
40 Days for Life campaign.  

 
  I actually got on your email list while I was still employed at Planned 

Parenthood because Planned Parenthood really does not like 40 Days 
for Life. So I thought, hmm… I went ahead and checked out a little bit 
on the website. I had gotten your email updates for a couple of years.  

 
  After I looked at what was involved in a campaign, I went ahead and 

signed us up. Then we had the next meeting and I told the rest of them 
what I had done. The rest is history I guess. They were very pleased.  

 
  We have had a tremendous response. Many, many churches, many 

different faiths have come together. It has been a huge blessing, not 
only for Storm Lake and the issue of life, but for me personally to be 
able to see so many different people of faith come together and get to 
know each other and see them huddled there on the sidewalk in front 
of Planned Parenthood praying is just inspiring. 

 
David:  Sue, I know it must at times be awkward for you to be outside the 

facility that you used to manage and see your former colleagues going 
in and out of the facility. But I’m sure there were many blessings 
throughout your campaign. What are one or two real highlights for you 
and just the memories you’ll never let go of as a result of doing this 40 
Days for Life? 

 
Sue:  Personally, David, I would have to say just the sheer amount of time 

that I spent in prayer was a huge blessing for me. It just brought me so 
much closer to the Lord. I am just so thankful for that. For the 
campaign as a whole, I would just say that so many people came 
together that did not previously know each other. From 40 Days for 
Life we are now continuing to pray at the clinic during the hours that 
they are open. The next phase after that, or while that is going on, we 
are looking into a pregnancy center here in Storm Lake which is 
desperately needed. 

 
David:  That is awesome! Sue, I am so proud of you! I guess my last question, 

for those who are listening on this event and maybe are just finding 
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out about 40 Days for Life or just thinking about supporting 40 Days 
for Life either in their community or as a national effort, what would 
you say to those people from your experience having been on the other 
side and now having come to 40 Days for Life? What would you say to 
somebody thinking about being more involved in 40 Days for Life? 

 
Sue:  Do it!! Take a risk. Get out of the boat. Get going. It’s a win-win 

situation, both for the director of it, all the coordinators. I think every 
prayer volunteer that was down at the clinic would agree with me that 
they were abundantly blessed. That’s our side of it.  

 
  The flipside is that the people going by looked at us and thought, 

“Wow, those people care enough about life to sit out here in the rain 
and cold and wind and pray for these unborn babies.” It touched many 
hearts. God tells us that His word never returns void. We know that all 
of those prayers and all that scripture that was spoken there is doing 
its job. There were more prayers said there on that little piece of 
sidewalk in front of Planned Parenthood than I can even imagine. We 
call it holy ground. 

 
David:  Amen. Sue, thank you so much. Thank you for your courage. Thank 

you for your willingness to take your years of experience of the 
challenges and the blessings and to use that all for the greater glory of 
God. I just want to say on behalf of everybody who is a part of this 
event, thank you so much. God bless you! We can’t wait to hear more 
great things coming out of Storm Lake, Iowa. 

 
Sue:  Alright. Thank you, David. God bless you as well. 
 
David:  God bless! 
 
Sue:  Bye-bye. 
 
Carmen: Wow! Powerful, stunning testimony from Sue. David, so grateful you 

conducted this interview. You know, it just again shows that God’s 
hand of providence is over this campaign, working individually in 
hearts and minds to change them for a culture of life. He has 
accomplished much through the many volunteers and leaders of this 
campaign. But the future is ahead of us, David. Why is this coming 
year particularly crucial to the pro-life movement, and are we 
positioned to achieve victories in the coming days? 

 



 
www.40daysforlife.com/donate   Page 20 of 38 
 

David:  Carmen, the answer is yes it is crucially important and yes we are 
positioned to achieve life-saving victories. If God can turn the hearts of 
an Abby Johnson or Ramona Trevino or Sue Thayer and can bring 
these people out of the largest abortion chain in America and can have 
them actively involved now in pro-life, one of them leading a 40 Days 
for Life campaign.  

 
  For those who are following along in the action guide, if you didn’t see 

on Page 8, that is some of Sue’s people out there at the 40 Days for Life 
in front of the facility she used to direct. I think that is just profound.  

 
  I also found it very amusing when she was telling me that she got onto 

the 40 Days for Life email list and was following this effort even before 
she left Planned Parenthood. I find that especially touching because 
right now tonight we have abortion advocates who are actually on this 
webcast with us, some Planned Parenthood people who are on this 
webcast with us. Some of them are actively tweeting right now about 
this event.  

 
  I hope Sue’s message spoke to your hearts. I hope for those of you who 

are on here, just for you to know we don’t hate you. We don’t judge 
you. We love you. We hope that you too will have the scales peeled 
away from your eyes, that you will see the truth that life is sacred and 
is worth protecting and that you will begin to use your many gifts to 
help and to heal rather than to promote something that hurts and 
destroys. I just want to welcome you tonight.  

 
  Why is this timeframe so significant? It’s all very significant and 

important in light of what we’re about to begin. On Page 9 of the action 
guide, for those who can’t get the action guide, I know we’ve had some 
technical problems on the front end. We had 8,100 people joining this 
event all on the front end. That created some challenges on our web 
servers. We can get the action guide to you afterwards to get the 
pictures to you if you had any trouble getting it.  

 
  But on Page 9 there’s a big number 40. That’s the whole page, just the 

number 40. Many of you of course know with 40 Days for Life we are 
big believers in the power of the Biblical number 40. Shawn mentioned 
that during that first hour of prayer that number 40 really weighed on 
our hearts because of the 40 day time periods throughout biblical 
history that God has used to bring about transformation. But the 40 in 
the Bible also has significance in that it is frequently a time of testing - 
God testing the faithfulness of his people.  
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  I know many people have been thinking about the 40th anniversary of 

the Roe vs. Wade Supreme Court decision. That happens in January of 
2013. I was recently challenged however to think not about the 40th 
anniversary, but instead about the 40th year. That actually begins this 
coming January of 2012. On the 39th anniversary of Roe vs. Wade that 
completes the 39th year. The next day that begins the 40th year of 
legalized abortion in America.  

 
  Now, of course that immediately points many of us to think about the 

biblical story of the Israelites, their exodus from Egypt and then the 40 
years they spent wandering in the wilderness. When we go back and 
read that story we remember that time frame, the 40 years, was actually 
a punishment due to their lack of faithfulness. They were punished one 
year for each of the 40 days they failed to heed when the spies went 
into the Promised Land, saw the giants, came back and reported that 
and everybody was scared. That punishment was that for each of those 
40 days the spies were in the Promised Land they were punished one 
year of having to be out in the wilderness for their lack of faithfulness. 
Those 40 years were again a test of faithfulness they had to endure 
before entering the Promised Land.  

 
  An important thing somebody pointed out to me just recently about 

that story though was in the first 38 years the Israelites spent 
wandering in the desert, the last two years they were actually right 
outside the Promised Land peering into the Promised Land. I think 
that we could draw an analogy to see that right now we have right 
before our eyes unprecedented signs of hope in the pro-life movement. 
Perhaps we are looking into the promised land of a day when abortion 
will no longer be in America and around the world.  

 
  There are many, many different indicators. I could spend a lot of time 

on this. We see polls showing that more and more Americans self-
identify as pro-life by a 14-point majority over those who self-identify 
as pro-choice. We see abortion centers closing by the droves from a 
peak of 2,200 in 1991 down to 671 today. Two-thirds of abortion centers 
have closed over the last 20 years. 87% of U.S. counties have not a 
single abortion provider. That number is going up. 2,300 pregnancy 
centers, and that number is growing while the number of abortion 
centers are going down.  

 
  We see legislative and political progress. We now have five states - 

Brian mentioned in Missouri they have only one active abortion center. 
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Right now they are one of five states that only have one active abortion 
center. So there are several dominoes getting ready to fall in those 
different states. We see the momentum building on defunding Planned 
Parenthood. Record numbers of people are getting involved.  

 
  On Page 10 we have a picture of a Weekly Standard issue that just came 

out last week. I got a phone call not too long ago from Fred Barnes. 
Many of you have seen him on Fox News. He’s also the editor of The 
Weekly Standard. He called my cell phone and said, “David, everybody 
I’m talking to in the pro-life movement, I’m trying to put together a 
story about all of the unprecedented gains the pro-life movement is 
making on every front.” He said, “Everyone I’m talking to, every pro-
life leader says, ’40 Days for Life is instrumental in this.’” He called me 
and of course documented that in the story.  

 
  There’s a link there on that page in your action guide to go straight to 

the story. If you have any trouble getting that we’ll send that out to you 
over the next day or so. Lots of good things are happening. I encourage 
you to read that article. It’s three full pages, but it will give you 
tremendous hope.  

 
  Now when we look at that, are we looking into the Promised Land? Are 

these 38 years we spent wandering, are we now right on the verge 
looking into the Promised Land? I don’t know. I can’t presume to know 
God’s plans and His timing. But I do know that we are called to be 
faithful. I do know that 40 years of abortion is 40 years too long. 
Perhaps we are getting a glimpse into the Promised Land.  

 
  Now, two other things I want to mention here, two versus. Exodus 

20:13. Of course we know that an exodus is to depart something. 20:13 
we think of for this case the 40th anniversary of Roe vs. Wade, or the 
end of the 40th year of abortion is the year of 20:13. But Exodus 20:13 is 
the verse that reads, “Thou shall not kill.” Coincidence? Maybe, maybe 
not.  

 
  Deuteronomy 30 is a verse that many of us have used in the pro-life 

movement. “I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. 
Now choose life so you and your children may live.” What is the 
significance of that verse? Those are the last instructions that God gave 
to the Israelites before they entered into the Promised Land. They still 
had to fight when they entered the Promised Land, but those were their 
last instructions. They were to “choose life.”  
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  I also don’t think it’s a coincidence that the 40th year of abortion is a 
critical election year here in America. I have no idea what God has 
planned, but Carmen, I think it’s important for us to think about what 
will God do when we demonstrate our faithfulness in this 40th year, 
when we pull out all the stops on every front of the pro-life movement.  

 
  I will just say here publicly, that is exactly what our team is committed 

to do. We will be tireless in this 40th year. We will all be faithful to the 
call that God has given us to rescue those who are being led to the 
slaughter. We hope that many of you will rise up to this occasion as 
well. Carmen, I’ll turn it back over to you. 

 
Carmen: So exciting, David, to just here you present really from God’s word the 

direction that you as a leader of this campaign are receiving from Him. 
So I know that you’ve got some plans to share with us. How can we 
achieve this breakthrough during this all-important 40th year, David? 

 
David:  Alright, let me run through this very, very quickly because what we’re 

about to share are the biggest steps forward since 40 Days for Life was 
launched as national and then international efforts as far back as 2007, 
the last four years. These are steps that will be rolled out between now 
and the end of that 40th year, the year of 2012.  

 
  All of this is based on the input of the people who are on this 

teleconference, on this webcast, and the thousands of others who have 
submitted surveys giving us clarity and guidance of where you feel this 
effort needs to go from here. Just over the last week 3,826 of you filled 
out surveys telling us what you felt like we need to do next. Over the 
last four years we have had 41,000 submit feedback and input on how 
this effort needs to shape forward from here.  

 
  The number one priority by far for both the participants in 40 Days for 

Life campaigns and our local campaign leaders was improve and 
expand the impact of 40 Days for Life. So on Page 11 we have that listed 
as “40 Days for Life 2.0.” Basically taking something that is good and 
making it even better – not to take away from anything that God has 
done through this effort so far, but taking it, tweaking it and 
improving it and getting feedback from you, which we have gotten, and 
implementing many of these changes and improvements.  

 
  Every indication is that this next year we will have by far bigger and 

more impactful 40 Days for Life campaigns than ever before. We have 
only scratched the surface so far. There are hundreds more locations 
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needing to be covered in the United States. That doesn’t even touch the 
international opportunity. More locations, more cities, more countries, 
more people, more churches, more organizations, more media 
coverage – all of that meaning more lives saved.  

 
  This is going to be accomplished by improving every aspect of the 40 

Days for Life campaign – tweaking it and streamlining it until it is a 
well-oiled machine, almost a 2.0 version, the next step forward of 40 
Days for Life. To attract more people and mobilize more people into 
these 40 Days for Life campaigns and ongoing pro-life efforts, drawing 
in a wide range and number of churches and organizations, filling 
more of the vigil hours with more people and better and easier tools to 
help this happen so your campaigns locally can accomplish more with 
less effort.  

 
  That will be done through three T’s. On Page 11 we’ve got three blanks 

there. The first T is Training. We are doing some total revamping of 
the training that we have done thus far based on the feedback we’ve 
gotten from local campaign leaders. The first time ever we’re actually 
going to do live, in-person training for those who sign up to lead a 40 
Days for Life campaign this coming spring.  

 
  We’re going to do a full day of training in San Francisco on January 

20th, Friday, the day before the Walk for Life West Coast. We’re going 
to do another one in Washington, D.C. on Tuesday, January 24th, the 
day after the March for Life. This will be an A to Z boot camp, 
everything you need to know in one place, comprehensive how to go 
from 0 to 60 in doing a 40 Days for Life campaign using the best 
practices and most effective strategies we’ve learned from working 
with over 1600 campaigns, opportunities to network with all of the 
other communities doing campaigns around the country. Develop 
leadership skills. This is going to be in-person, all day access to our 
national team. This will cost absolutely nothing in addition to 
participating in the campaign for those local leaders. We want this to 
be accessible to them.  

 
  The second T is Tools. We’ve already developed a lot of great tools to 

help people do 40 Days for Life campaigns, but boy we found all kinds 
of new opportunities to develop improved and new videos, literature, 
presentation templates. So we are going back to the drawing board to 
improve everything we already have and then to add many new tools of 
high professional quality. Everything that we have gotten feedback on 
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that is needed for a successful campaign we are putting together and 
will roll those out throughout the entirety of 2012.  

 
  The third T is Technology. I’m going to break some news to you. 

Planned Parenthood has more money than we do. I hope that’s not a 
shock to anybody. But one of the ways that 40 Days for Life has leveled 
the playing field is by utilizing technology. Most of you are here – all of 
you are here on an online event, or are connected through a conference 
call or are listening to the recording afterward. We are a tiny 
organization. But we have used technology to bring together the 
mortar between all the bricks of people involved in all these different 
cities. It’s an efficient way to mobilize lots of people.  

 
  This is a huge opportunity for us. Our leaders have told us that our 

current tech tools that we have built over the last few years have been 
good to get started, but we have exceeded the capacity of these tools 
and they have become now a limitation. So we’re working actively right 
now with top technology companies to develop and roll out the most 
powerful technology tools available. These are tools that very few 
groups have access to. We’re talking the caliber stuff that’s used in 
national presidential campaigns – simple but potently effective 
technology to recruit people, develop relationships, educate and 
empower them, and then mobilize them rapidly and in large numbers.  

 
  This is going to be a huge step of faith for us because we have blown 

apart the capacity of our current tools. Our Communications Director 
David Brandao had to reboot our web server several times a day 
throughout the campaign. Sometimes you may have had difficulty 
getting on your local website or on the vigil scheduling tool because we 
have just exceeded the capacity of everything we have developed thus 
far.  

 
  So we are taking a huge step of faith to launch into a complete 

technology overhaul, making a major investment that will cost us more 
than nine times what our current tools cost. But it is what our leaders 
said they need to have more effective campaigns, and what you need to 
be able to connect with those campaigns and to get many, many more 
people involved.  

 
  Those are the three T’s for the 40 Days for Life 2.0 experience that will 

be rolled out during this year of 2012, this important 40th year. This 
next campaign will be held February 22 to April 1st during the Lenten 
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season, the spring campaign. The applications will begin being 
accepted in December. 

 
  Page 12, the second part of the plans are the major new projects. Three 

important things that you have told us, your number two, your 
number three and number four priority following your number one of 
improving the 40 Days for Life. Number one, you told us we need to 
work to defund Planned Parenthood locally. This is so important. Sue 
didn’t mention this during our interview, but I know that Sue and 
other Planned Parenthood leaders have signed on to letters to 
Congress calling on the federal government to defund Planned 
Parenthood. I am so encouraged by that.  

 
  That is just a sliver of Planned Parenthood’s money. They also get local 

tax dollars, state tax dollars. Two-thirds of their income doesn’t even 
come from the taxpayers. They come from customer dollars, and the 
corporations, foundations and donors that give to them. So we are 
going to work to educate you, to equip and empower you to be able to 
go after every one of those sources of revenue in your local community 
in your state to begin systematically removing those different dollars 
of Planned Parenthood funding.  

 
  We have had extensive experience with this going back to efforts in 

Texas starting in 1998 and all the way up through this past year, efforts 
that began with a little simple rider that our state senator was able to 
introduce into our state budget which ultimately culminated in now 
the Texas legislature stripping over $34 million of taxpayer funding. At 
the same time we were working on those other revenue streams to take 
away and were successfully able to reduce all of those other revenue 
sources.  

 
  Not only were we able to remove a lot of Planned Parenthood’s 

funding, but it led to such disgust with Planned Parenthood’s agenda 
in our community that the organization was forced to cancel all of 
their local fundraising events due to the lack of community support. 
Boy, it’s been fun to talk to Abby Johnson about this after she left 
Planned Parenthood about how frustrating it was when she worked at 
Planned Parenthood to cancel their fundraising events. We’re going to 
help you do the same  things right where you live, working with the 
leading experts around the country. This will be rolled out in early 
2012 as part of this 40th year initiative.  
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  Number two, building an ongoing prayer presence that is there beyond 
the 40 Days for Life. Not 24 hours a day, not 12 hours a day, but more 
days throughout the rest of the year, combined with effective, proven 
sidewalk counseling. Again, this is our background. For both Shawn 
and I, that’s what we did in the local organization where 40 Days for 
Life was birthed. That community the media finally identified that was 
the most consistent and active prayer presence outside of any Planned 
Parenthood facility in the nation.  

 
  One of the local police told Shawn one time that that strip of public 

right of way in front of that Planned Parenthood was the single most 
protested spot in the entire United States of America. We know it was a 
prayer vigil. We know it was not a protest. We know that we were 
sidewalk counseling. At the same point, that is profound to think 
about. That is why Planned Parenthood has labeled our little town 
there the most “anti-choice place in the nation.”  

 
  So we’re going to help you do those same things, working not only with 

our expertise, but with some of the top experts in sidewalk counseling 
and building a prayer presence across America, many of whom we’ve 
networked with throughout these 40 Days for Life campaigns. That will 
be rolled out next summer following the spring 40 Days for Life 
campaign.  

 
  Third and finally, help some who feel led to start and grow 

organizations. You heard Brian from St. Louis talking about that. I was 
thrilled to be out in St. Louis with the 300+ people on fire for this new 
organization to take what God has done through 40 Days for Life and 
multiply it throughout the rest of the year. So we’re going to help those 
who feel led to take that step, small groups, to develop not only their 
life saving programs, but also ways to build an organization that can 
sustain these efforts for the long haul. 

 
  So all of these things we’re going to do while continuing to work in 

collaboration with the leading groups and experts across the pro-life 
movement. These are our commitments to you for 2012, the 40th year. 
We are going to pull out all the stops. We are going to do everything 
possible to help draw in record numbers of new people into efforts in 
your community. We’re going to help you to be able to change more 
hearts and minds, heal more of the wounded, help more workers leave 
the abortion industry, save more lives, close more abortion centers, 
impact more souls, and most importantly, move your community, your 
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state or province, and your nation toward becoming abortion free. 
Carmen? 

 
Carmen: Wow! Powerful goals. God is with us, and that is what’s so exciting 

about this campaign. Shawn, we said we were going to be very 
transparent about the challenges that we will have to overcome if we’re 
really going to achieve this breakthrough. Share some of those 
challenges with us, please. 

 
Shawn: Yes. Tonight everybody is on the webcast because we’ve overcome 

technology challenges. So there are definitely many more challenges to 
overcome, as David mentioned all of the exciting plans. But we do have 
a small National Team. David and I, like I mentioned before, have 
traveled to 300 cities each. We’ve met many of the 40 Days for Life 
leaders and the over 500,000 people who have participated in 40 Days 
for Life. They always say, “Man, you guys are a small operation.”  

 
  We are! We don’t even have an office. We work from home - most of 

the time that means we work from on the road. That keeps the cost 
low. We virtually have no overhead, but we’re stretched very thin. As 
you’ve seen the growth of 40 Days for Life, while the campaigns have 
multiplied in size, the National Team hasn’t grown and kept up with 
that same pace.  

 
  So we want to do much more for the cities that register for the next 40 

Days for Life campaign. We want to do much more for those 
communities who want to build successful ongoing efforts. But to do 
more, we have to raise more money. There are certainly financial 
challenges.  

 
  We feel the need to always be totally transparent with people, to share 

the situation. This is only the second time this year we have asked for 
funds. It’s funny, as I was traveling to Arizona during the 40 Days for 
Life campaign in early October, I got an email from a guy. He said, “My 
wife and I were talking last night about your travels and about all the 
success of 40 Days for Life. We were wondering, how do you guys do all 
of this without asking for donations? We’re just curious.”  

 
  He is right. We ask twice a year. We don’t fill your mailbox with two or 

three fundraising letters a week. We don’t have telemarketers that are 
calling and interrupting your dinner. In fact, what we do is very 
unheard of in the nonprofit world because 95% of our time and our 
energy goes into our mission, and not fundraising efforts. We only ask 



 
www.40daysforlife.com/donate   Page 29 of 38 
 

for help when we need help. Thus far, you and so many others have 
faithfully stood with us. We want to keep it that way.  

 
  So with everything at stake this fall we invested everything we possibly 

could into the 40 Days for Life campaign. It got unbelievable results as 
you saw the 732 babies that were saved, the 301 cities that participated. 
We didn’t want to hold anything back, so we didn’t. But the result of 
that is we drastically depleted our funds.  

 
  So bottom line, we have an unprecedented opportunity before us. If we 

can raise the funds right now we can move forward to achieve this 
breakthrough during the 40th year. So if we don’t raise the support 
immediately, we won’t be able to have that breakthrough and we won’t 
be able to accomplish all of the things that David just laid out for us. So 
that is why tonight we are asking for your financial help.  

 
  You will have two opportunities to give tonight. You will have a one-

time gift tonight and an ongoing pledge to help support this work for 
the next 12 months. We had a surprise announcement. This really 
speaks to how we are able to do this and how we are able to focus on 
our mission and not on fundraising.  

 
  Because we have several donors who want to remain anonymous – and 

when I say ‘anonymous donors’ I don’t just mean random people that 
send in chunks of money or just googled a pro-life cause and sent 
money in. These are people who go to the vigils. These are people who 
participate in their local 40 Days for Life campaign and they believe so 
much in this that despite the state of the economy, despite their own 
financial challenges, they felt called to invest in this ministry to 
encourage you. So they put forward a matching challenge. The 
matching challenge tonight comes to a total of $101,200. $101,200!  

 
  So what that means is for one week every gift between now and next 

Tuesday, November 22, will be doubled up to $101,200. So for one week 
every gift between now and Tuesday, November 22, next Tuesday, will 
be doubled. Every one-time gift will be doubled. Every annualized 
amount for a monthly pledge will be doubled.  

 
  So if you pledge $100 a month, that means that $1200, your monthly 

pledge, is matched by this group of very generous anonymous donors. 
So they want to encourage you. That’s the bottom line. They go out to 
the vigils. They’ve seen the results. They’ve been moved themselves. 
They’ve seen the lives saved. They’ve seen the workers’ hearts changed. 
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They’ve seen the abortion facilities closed. They want to support this 
financially. They’ve been blessed to be able to do so. They want to 
encourage you to do the same. This will help take this effort to the next 
level. Since 40 Days for Life is a 501c3 nonprofit organization, all of 
your donations tonight and over the next seven days are tax 
deductible.  

 
  So tonight as we look at the one-time gifts, I want everybody if you 

look on your handout you will see a picture of a beautiful baby boy. 
That is Baby Jachai. Before we go into the amounts, if you have a 
preconceived number of what you can give tonight, you know what you 
can give and you know what you can’t give. Some of you may be able to 
give $25,000 or $10,000 or $5,000, or $100. Whatever it is you can give, 
we’re going to take it to prayer in a moment.  

 
  But I want to take a few minutes to just look at that picture. That is 

Baby Jachai. David Bereit actually got to meet Baby Jachai. He was 
saved by the 40 Days for Life campaign in Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 
Just this last October during this 40 Days for Life campaign I went and 
visited the Harrisburg 40 Days for Life. I met Karen who was one of the 
volunteers that helped bring 40 Days for Life to Harrisburg during the 
fall of 2007. It was amazing to see that through their efforts they were 
not only able to save a lot of babies, they were able to save Baby Jachai.  

 
  So I spoke to Karen. Afterwards I got back to my house and she had 

actually written me a card. I wanted to share this with you. Of the 5,045 
babies that have been saved due to these efforts, David and I would 
love to tell you that we’ve held each and every one of these babies and 
we keep up with them and know their whole lives and everything. But 
that’s not the case. I have held three of the babies that have been saved 
as a result of this. David has held two. One of those is Baby Jachai that 
you see in the handout.  

 
  In Karen’s note when she wrote back to me, this just really spoke to me 

and we wanted to share this with you because you made this happen. 
She says, “These precious children are alive today because 40 Days for 
Life gave me the courage to obey God’s prompting to pray at the 
abortion facility and to offer help. These are the names of the babies.” 
She lists the names of the different babies that have been saved, and 
another one that is due November 17 just in a few days. One of those 
babies is Baby Jachai.  

 



 
www.40daysforlife.com/donate   Page 31 of 38 
 

  When I was at that vigil in October she had an updated picture of Baby 
Jachai. He is three years old now. He is this beautiful, cute little boy. It 
just speaks to why we do this. A lot of you have been out to the facility 
to pray. You’ve felt alone. You’ve felt like this isn’t doing any good. 
There’s a lot of despair out there. We have to remember who we are 
working for, who we are fighting for. No one loves these children more 
than God. Certainly that motivates us to go to the clinics, but this is the 
result. So look at that picture in your action guide.  

 
  We’re going to have a short prayer in a moment. I just ask you to 

consider what you can give. I also want to thank those who have 
already started to give, and certainly thank these anonymous donors 
who will double your impact tonight up to $101,200. So join me in a 
quick prayer and we’ll go through the one-time gifts here tonight. 

 
  Heavenly Father, thank you for the gift of life and for the victories that 

we can see, and for the victories that we cannot see that you’ve 
accomplished through 40 Days for Life. We pray for our nation, for all 
women today who found out they are pregnant, for all those women 
who are scheduled to have abortions, or who did have abortions today, 
and for those women who are working in the abortion industry. We ask 
you to guide us tonight as we trust the future of these efforts to you, as 
we work to end abortion in our nation and around our world. We ask 
this through Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 
  At this time you will see the option on the webcast screen. You’ll see 

“make a tax-deductible one-time gift.” Click on the “one-time gift” 
only right now. It will take you to a donation page. You see the options. 
Some of you may be able to give $1,000 or $10,000, or $25. Whatever it 
is, if you click on that amount it will then take you to a page.  

 
  If you would like to mail in your donation it must be postmarked by 

next Tuesday. It must be postmarked by November 22. If you want to 
do that you will see the “click here” link. When you click there you will 
be able to download a form, print that form off and mail it in. Just 
make sure it is postmarked by next Tuesday so that it counts toward 
the match.  

 
  If you’re going to give online you click your amount and it takes you to 

a 1ShoppingCart page. You put in the amount. As you checkout you’re 
taken to another screen where it is just the basic information. Be sure 
to give your first name, last name, phone number, and then a matching 
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address for your billing address if you are using a debit or credit card 
for the online gift.  

 
  I know David, we’re starting to see donations coming in. We cannot 

thank you enough. Again, all of these gifts are tax-deductible, and 
every dollar will be matched, both one-time, and in a moment David 
will take you through the monthly pledges. They will be matched up to 
$101,200. David, now I’ll hand it over to you and you can go through 
the monthly appeal. 

 
David:   I’m getting a few people who are saying, “Where are the links? I can’t 

see the links.” If you came on the webcast when we were having some 
of the technical challenges on the front-end your web page may not 
have the links on there. You may not have been able to download the 
handout. If you just go to www.40DaysforLife.com/donate or just go to 
www.40DaysforLife.com and click the donate tab at the top, that will 
take you to a page where you can select either the one-time gift or the 
monthly pledge.  

 
  I’m just so encouraged here as these gifts are just flowing in. I want to 

thank Lee in Houston. I want to thank Sandra in West Olive, Michigan. 
I want to thank Colleen in Iowa. I want to thank Joan, also in Iowa. I 
want to thank Linda in Georgia. I want to thank Mark in Washington 
State. Laurie in North Carolina. Cecilia in British Columbia, Wanda in 
Maryland, Dan in Ohio, Eugene in Batesville, Indian, Ryan in Alabama, 
Carl, Malcolm, thank you so much, Virginia, and on and on. Thomas in 
Massachusetts, Carlos in South Carolina.  

 
  These are just flowing in so fast. I just want to acknowledge and thank 

all of you. You have no idea how much this is going to help all of us 
move our efforts forward to mobilize more people, to save more lives. 
We are so encouraged by that.  

 
  If you have any questions for any reason you’re having difficulties 

making a donation or you have a question that we haven’t answered 
here tonight, please email us. The best would be to send an email to 
either david@40daysforlife.com, that’s me, or Shawn, 
shawn@40daysforlife.com. We will do our best to get back to you as 
quick as we can.  

 
  I just want to encourage those of you who are following along in the 

action guide to move now to the final page, the monthly pledge page, 
Page 15. The picture there is a very, very special one to me. Shawn 
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mentioned that I’ve gotten to meet two of the children saved out of the 
more than 5,000. He’s gotten to meet three. The one you’re looking at 
here on Page 15 is the second one that I got to meet.  

 
  This is little Baby Leah. This was just such a highlight for both Shawn 

and I. We got a call after the Spring 40 Days for Life campaign from 
Yvonne who led the campaign in La Puente which is a suburb in East 
L.A. Yvonne called us and said, “We’ve done five back to back 40 Days 
for Life campaigns. The abortionist just shut the place down, went out 
of business for good. Can you fly out here to join us for a celebration 
rally praising God for what he has done here?” Shawn and I were like, 
“Oh, we wouldn’t miss this for anything!”  

 
  So we jumped on a plane at Dulles Airport and flew out to LAX. We 

had to come back that same night on a red-eye flight. On the way we 
were talking about what’s going to be the highlight of the trip. Will it 
be seeing this facility closed knowing no more children will die there, 
no more women will cry there? Or will it be seeing the people who have 
prayed for that for so long knowing their prayers have been answered? 
Those were both highlights. But the real peak experience for both of us 
during that visit was when Yvonne came up and said, “I’ve got to 
introduce you all to somebody.”  

 
  She took us over to meet four people. There was this little tiny baby 

being held by her teenage mother. Next to her was the baby’s 
grandmother. Next to her was the baby’s great-grandmother. So four 
generations right there. They shared with us how during a previous 40 
Days for Life campaign that teenage girl had been in a crisis 
pregnancy. The boyfriend had abandoned her. So she felt she had no 
other choice. She said, “I need to have an abortion.” Her mom said, “I 
don’t want you to have an abortion.” But her mom didn’t know what 
else to offer as help. So she reluctantly drove this girl to the abortion 
facility that day.  

 
  When they arrived there were people praying outside. They pulled into 

the parking lot. The abortion facility was supposed to be open but they 
weren’t yet. They were running a little bit late. I don’t think anything is 
an accident. As they sat in the parking lot there, the teenage girl in the 
backseat started to cry. She started to cover her ears. She said, “Mom, 
why are those people praying so loud? It’s like they are screaming 
inside my car.” Her mom said, “They’re not. They’re praying silently. 
Maybe that’s God trying to tell you something.” Her daughter said, 
“But I wish God would tell me what to do.” Her mom said, “Maybe 
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those tears coming down your cheeks, maybe that’s God telling you 
what to do.”  

 
  At that point that young teenage girl changed her mind. She and her 

mother got out, went to those local 40 Days for Life volunteers who 
befriended her, took her to the local pregnancy center. That Christian 
community came around that young woman throughout the rest of her 
pregnancy and even after that baby was born.  

 
  That day Shawn and I got to take turns holding little Baby Leah, 

literally about 10 or 12 feet away from the building where she was 
scheduled to be killed. As we held her and realized how close she came 
to being a statistic, I looked at her and she giggled and smiled. I 
thought if it wasn’t for people who had been willing to pray that day, if 
people hadn’t been willing to go out and inconvenience themselves in 
the hot L.A. sun that day, if there hadn’t been a local pregnancy center, 
if there hadn’t been somebody willing to take on a 40 Days for Life 
campaign, that little girl would not be alive today. So yes, it’s all worth 
it.  

 
  This picture you see here was texted to me by Yvonne during this 

campaign. She sent me a picture because Baby Leah was out there at 
the 40 Days for Life at another location holding a sign joining the rest 
of the people. I just thought, “God, you are so profound. You are so 
powerful.” If you haven’t had that experience, I pray that one day you 
will, knowing your faithfulness of supporting these efforts, 40 Days for 
Life, your local pro-life groups, your local pregnancy center. It really 
can make a lifesaving difference.  

 
  For you tonight I would ask you to discern if maybe God is asking you 

to make a pledge of monthly support to this effort. It’s hard to make 
one-time gifts in this difficult economy. I know that. But maybe for you 
it’s to make a smaller amount every single month for the next 12 
months. The good news is that annualized amount, whatever it is, if it’s 
$10 a month times 12, that’s $120. That amount will be doubled to $240. 
If you give $100 a month that becomes $1200 and that is doubled to 
$2400. If you give $5,000 a month – I’m not good with math, but that’s a 
whole lot of money these donors would double up to $101,200.  

 
  So tonight I am asking you to discern if maybe that is something God 

is asking you to do. Make a monthly pledge of support. You can either 
do that using the link there in your action guide, or if you are on the 
webcast page click the link about making a tax-deductible monthly 
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pledge. It will take you to the page to do that. Or just go to 
www.40DaysforLife.com/donate and click on the “monthly pledge.”  

 
  If you’ve made a previous pledge, you can keep the same amount for 

the next 12 months. If you want to change it just email us at 
david@40daysforlife.com or shawn@40daysforlife.com. There are 
instructions on that page to walk you through. Let’s take this to the 
Lord one final time and ask Him to guide our hearts. 

 
  Heavenly Father, we thank you for what you have done here tonight. 

We thank you for this event. We thank you for this technology that boy, 
was stretched to its limits, but it all held through. We thank you for the 
many, many people who have joined us tonight.  

 
  Thank you Dear God, for those who have participated in this 40 Days 

for Life campaign, the campaign leaders, the local volunteers. Dear 
God, we thank you for everybody who recognizes the call to speak up 
for those who cannot speak for themselves.  

 
  Thank you for those who are even on this phone and this webcast 

tonight who support abortion and advocate on behalf of abortion, that 
they too would come to understand that every life is made in your 
image and likeness and is precious and should be respected and 
protected.  

 
  Help us tonight to know Dear Lord, how we can be your hands and 

your feet in this effort through a monthly pledge of ongoing support 
through this ministry work that can make a profound difference and 
help to lead to many breakthroughs. Dear God, because it’s all you, it’s 
not us, help us to know what you want us to do. Let our gift reflect how 
big a God we serve. Thank you Dear God for all of this. It’s in your son’s 
precious name we pray. Amen. 

 
  So you can either click that link on your action guide, click the link on 

the webcast page, or go to www.40DaysforLife.com/donate. Go to the 
monthly pledge. Fill out the information. Or you can print out the PDF 
form to mail it in. Just a reminder, that will be annualized and then 
doubled. That has to be processed online or mailed postmarked by 
next Tuesday, November 22nd for that to meet the matching challenge. 

 
  Thank you so much for those who are giving. We are just in awe of the 

many, many gifts that are pouring in right now. John in Florida. Cecile 
in California. I don’t think that’s Cecile Richards, the president of 
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Planned Parenthood. Tara from Florida. Jonathon from New 
Hampshire. Bill from Alabama. Dale from Oklahoma. Eugene from 
Michigan. Phyllis from Pennsylvania. Susanne from Oregon. Mary 
from Michigan. Dirk from Alaska, where I’m going to be this week with 
local 40 Days for Life folks, as well as a couple of great pro-life 
organizations. I’m excited to be there. Patricia in California. Kathleen 
in Michigan. Gwen in Colorado. Craig in Minnesota.  

 
  The list – it could be hundreds. It’s just pouring in. I can’t name all of 

these off. We’ll be here all night. But I’m in so much awe of what God is 
doing through you. I just want to tell you thank you. Our commitment 
is we will use every penny to do everything we can to bring an end to 
abortion and to make sure that this 40th year truly is a breakthrough 
year. Carmen? 

 
Carmen: Wow! I just think about Baby Jachai, Baby Leah. There are many more 

like them to be saved. Many more moms and dads who we need to help 
avoid a lifetime of regret.  

 
  Tonight you’ve had an opportunity to hear about the abortion crisis in 

America and how the 40 Days for Life campaign is making a difference. 
God has placed a vision and has laid a call on the hearts and minds of 
many, many people, many of those who have joined us here tonight on 
this call. We know that with the plans David and Shawn are putting 
together, with the plans that the leaders across the country will help to 
carry out, God is going to continue to do miraculous things through 40 
Days for Life.  

 
  We hope that by now you realize the urgency and the importance of 

this moment in history, that you see how these efforts are pointing us 
toward a breakthrough that can transform your community, your 
nation, and our world. We hope that during this call, and even as we 
continue on into the evening following this call, I hope that you will 
prayerfully discern what your role is and what the role of your 
community might be.  

 
  We of course pray that you will decide to take action to make a one-

time gift, to make a pledge of ongoing support. Most importantly, to 
prepare for an exciting 2012 and beyond.  

 
  We ask you to please spread the word about what you have heard this 

evening. Ask everyone that you know to visit 
www.40DaysforLifeBreakthrough.com before next Tuesday. They will 
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have opportunities to listen to the recording to be inspired as we hope 
you have been. Then they too can prayerfully discern how they might 
help.  

 
  I’d like to share with you just a scripture of encouragement. When we 

consider that we are not here to work for God because we choose to, 
but because God has laid his hand on us, he has called us to do this 
work. Like Paul says in Philippians 3:12, 13, 14. We can say with him, “I 
press on, that I may lay hold of that which Christ Jesus has also laid 
hold of me.” He says, “Brethren, I do not count myself to have 
apprehended, but one thing I do. I press toward the goal for the prize 
of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.” May that be done in us. May 
God receive the glory for what we do for him and for his purposes. 
Let’s pray together. 

 
  Dear Heavenly Father, we are just so grateful that your presence is with 

us this evening, and that you go before us to prepare the way so that we 
can carry your truth into this dark world, so that we can take the light 
of life to those who need to hear it.  

 
  Even as we are speaking Lord, there are those who are making 

decisions about the life in the womb. I just pray that you would turn 
their hearts to you, that you would turn their hearts to a life decision. I 
pray that you would be with those who have chosen abortion, that their 
hearts and their bodies and their minds would be healed and restored 
in you.  

 
  We pray for those who work for the abortion clinics. They are not the 

enemy. Lord, we realize that they are blinded by the enemy. We ask 
that you would remove the veil from their eyes so that they too can 
know truth, and so that they too can join us in the celebration of life.  

 
  Lord, we give you praise for what you are going to do tonight. You own 

it all, but you give us opportunity to get involved in the work you are 
doing by giving our talents, our treasures and our time. I pray that our 
gifts will be multiplied. I pray that those who are giving will be blessed 
ten-fold. Lord, when it is all said and done, may you be pleased, and 
may we end abortion in America. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen. 

 
  Thank you so much for joining us tonight. We look forward to sharing 

the results in the days to come. Don’t forget to make those donations 
before Midnight Tuesday. Good night to all! 
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David:  Thank you, Carmen, so much. Thanks to God for all that He has done. 
Thanks to everybody who is giving so generously. I want to thank our 
National Team as well. Shawn, thanks for being on this event tonight 
and for leading a phenomenal campaign. I am so proud to work side-
by-side with you as well as the rest of our amazing team. David 
Brandao, our Communications Director, Lauren Muzyka, our 
Campaign Strategist, Chantel, our administrative helper, our board of 
directors, all of the local leaders. We are so honored to work with you. 
We’re so honored to work with all of you who are being so generous 
here tonight.  

 
  As we go I just want to acknowledge as best I can to thank those who 

are continuing to submit donations here right now. I want to thank 
Elizabeth in Missouri. Paula in Pennsylvania. I want to thank Carolyn 
also in Pennsylvania. I want to thank Monica in Kansas. I want to 
thank Eileen in California. I want to thank Pam in Florida. Emily, 
thank you so much from California. Mark in Ohio. Thank you Patricia 
in Texas. Thank you Joseph in Delaware. Thank you Jim and Lyn in 
Virginia. Thank you Charles in Arizona. Thank you Hazel in Michigan. 
Thank you Madeline in Colorado. Thank you Carolyn in Maryland. 
Thank you Susan in Wisconsin. That is so generous of all of you. 
George in Iowa. Jana in Queensland, Australia. God bless you Jana! 
Thank you so much! Cindy in Indiana.  

 
  These are just pouring in. We are just so appreciative. I don’t want to 

let any of these go unacknowledged. Denise in Maryland. There is 
Alyssa in Alberta, Canada. Paul in Michigan. Faye in Virginia. Helen in 
Florida. Greg in Ohio. Shawn, I could go on all night. I certainly don’t 
want to keep people here the rest of the night. Anybody whose name I 
didn’t say, they are pouring in here, thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 
Let’s take this to a whole new level. Let’s make this the defining 
moment. Let’s make sure this really is the beginning of the end of 
abortion. God bless you! Good night everybody! Thank you so much 
for being here. 

 
Carmen: Good night! 
 
Shawn: Good night! 


